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Agr the opening of an era, like an infant of obfcure birth, 
a new being makes its appearance in “ new drefles and decorations.” 
And when its intelligent prattle fhall catch the diftinguifhing ear, 
and its increafing charms captivate the fufceptible heart, generofity 
will anticipate its wants, and forbid a figh to arife from virtue’s bo- 
fom! Dedicated to the eye of innocence and purity, it bears in its 
palm the emblems of morality and refinement. 


The haughty look of ftupid indifference, the Eprror hopes never ~ 


to meet ; and the feverifh worfhippers of a liquid god, he folicits not 
to fonnetize his praife. But the benedictions of the good, the wife 
and judicious, will be the only objects of his ambition. And as the 
teachings of fophifticated maniacs, and the precepts of an “ unfexed” 
champion of female rights, are gathering duft on the upper fhelves 
of infamy and contempt, it is hoped an exertion to break the en- 
chantment of their forceries will be unneceflary. 


Prompted by no fpark of vanity, and claiming no wreaths which 
he merits not, but viewing in pleafing perfpective the extended prof- 
pect before him, he enters the field with hilarity and glee. He con- 
ceives that from the rifen and rifing generations, the character of 
Columbia will be forever eftablifhed, in traits too ftriking to admit 
the fmalleft change : And as a fincere lover of the land which gave 
him birth, he would rejoice to add a fand to the monument of her 
elory. He is happy, to have lived in an age, when FEMALE EDUCA- 
T10N is confidered with an attention due to its importance, and when 
truce FEMININE DELICACY aflumes its proper influence, among the 
faireft ornaments of fociety : And if by his unwearied perfeverance 
in a caufe fo pleafing and important, he can be in the leaft inftru- 
mental, in promoting the felicity and improvement of his fair patron- 
effes, it will be ranked among the pureft pleafures of his life. 
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The following letter to the Eprror, approving his undertaking, is 
with pleafure improved, as teftimony in favor of an original mode 
of benefitting the world. 


BOSTON, JAN. Q, 1801. 
Sir, 

I yustT now received your kind letter of yefter- 
day, with the pleafing inclofure. I haften to acknow- 
ledge the receipt of them, and to aflure you that there 
is not any fubject which you could have fuggefted for 
my confideration, equally interefting to my feelings, and 
which could have fo juftly demanded my entire appro- 
bation. A publication, which has for its bafis, the be- 
nevolent defign of enriching the young female mind, 
with that knowledge which will naturally tend to im- 
prefs on their tender and fufceptible hearts in the moft 
durable charatters, leflons of virtue and morality, thofe 
bright ornaments and rich jewels in the human char- 
acter, will, as it claims, doubtlefs receive, the moft cor- 
dial fupport of the public. From many confiderations 
I am impelled to encourage, and with fuccefs to your 
propoied fy{tem, I am clearly in opinion, that if man- 
kind are ever made better, we fhall be indebted for the 
reform to female exertions. It is from the mother 
that the child receives its firft impreflions ; the father 
is too generally engaged in bufinefs for the fupport of 
the family, to attend minutely to a circumftance of this 
kind. If this is the fact, we muft fee at once that it is 
of the higheft importance, that the mother fhould pof- 
fefs thofe ideas indifpenfably neceflary to her having 
the power of training up the child in the way it foould go. 
Befides, fuch a publication would divert the youth from 
their too conftant attention to the great number of 
novels, which are from day to day thrown in upon us, 


which in many in{tances give a wrong bias to the mind, 
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and in fome corrupt the heart. Thefe things ought 
. not to be fo. It would be happy for us, if children 

were at all times fupplied with books, which fhould 

give dignity to their fentiments and light te their un- 

derftandings. 

Believe me, with the moft friendly affection, 
Your obedient fervant, 
BENJAMIN LINCOLN. 





THE CLUSTER. 


For you ye fair, I feel a joy divine 
To gather fruit, and point you to the vine. 


HE, who would enjoy the fympathy of the pub- 
lic muft have fucceeded in its fervice, and failed in 
his own. 

The writer, who recommends virtues, he does not 
practice, although a hypocrite and a coward, may be 
{aid to poffefs one laudable trait of civility, by enter- 
taining his guefts with fweets which he will not con- 
fume himfelf. 

Wit lofes all its excellence by being profaned, and 
genius, mifdirected, renders its pofleffor contemptible. 

Dyonyfius the tyrant, though an idolater, difcovered 
the fame impiety, by profaning his god, as if he had 
been a pretender to the true religion. When he rob- 
bed the tempie of Jupiter, and took the golden cloak 

‘ from the ftatue, he obferved, “It is too heavy for fum- 
mer and too cold for winter.” He ordered one of 
woolen which he faid «« would be fuitable for all feafons.” 


A refined underftanding is the fyntax of converfa- 
tion, by which every thought is compared and regu- 
lated, before it is uttered. 
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The innocent and beneficent are the only people, who 
have any juft pretenfions to mirth. The reft fpend | 
their whole life, in anxious folicitude for that, of which 
a good confcience cannot be deprived. 

“6 Poor girl! cried I, I pity thee ; but can 
pity cure misfortune ? can pity relieve the diftreffed ? 

Alas ! how often do we fee people, who bear a high 
character in the world, as devout and good chriftians, 
who on hearing the diftreffes of their fellow creatures, 


pails. 
nor with us. 


She had pafled more than a hundred yards, when 





life faid I! This poor girl, whom I thought but a mo- 
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feeing a poor unlucky wretch, who has met with a mif- 
fortune, by mere accident, that will deprive him of 
many future happy hours, endeavor to confole with 
pity ! Their hearts are open to fympathize, but their 
pockets are fhut from relieving ! Poor milk maid, faid 
I, I pity thee with all my foul; but that will not fill thy 
I had noticed her as fhe pafled ; fhe walked 
carelefsly by, humming fome lively tune ; buz her 
thoughts were not in her tune, nor in her milk pails, 
She was looking up at the heavens, and 
feemed loft in awe, and admiration at the movement, 
and fufpenfion of the clouds ! 


fhe {tumbled againft fome unlucky ftone ; in endeav- 
oring to recover herfelf fhe let fall one of her pails, 
and in the attempt to fave that, loft the contents of 
both. 
milk, then at the ftone, then at the pails—twas all 
fpilt ! She at laft broke out in ejaculation, which al- 
though I did not comprehend a fyllable of it, I readily 
tranflated thus “ 

How precarious and uncertain is happinefs in this 


Poor unlucky creature ! She gazed, firft at the 
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ment before to be the emblem of happinefs, appears now 
to be the picture of defpair ! 

What fhall Ido? faid the poor girl, when I came 
up to her, what fhall I do? I am ruined forever ! 
Dont be unhappy, quoth I, dont give way to defpair : 
content thyfelf, here is money, fill thy pails again, and 
all is well. And, for the future, never look at the 
heavens, but when thou ***, 

You would have been pleafed, to have feen the fud- 
den change in the countenance of the poor girl ; the 
fudden tranfition from mirth to defpair, and from de- 
{pair to gratitude and joy. She thanked me.” 





‘TRAVELLING MEMORANDUMS. 
[sELECTED.] 

AT a village’not a hundred miles from Shrewfbury, I 
overheard the following converfation. ‘1 would give 
my heart,” faid a well looking young man to a beauti« 
ful girl who fat befide him—*“I would give my heart, 
Sufan, for one kindly kifs of thofe bewitching lips- of 
thine, were it not that I have no heart to give ; it has 
been gone from me a long while.” ¢ And pray;’ faid 
Sufan, with an arch expreflive look, ¢ where hath that 
roving heart of thine fo long concealed itfelf ” “ You 
little enchanting rogue,” faid he, with an emphatic 
look which met her confenting eye, “ and you pretend 
not to know where it has been !” Then, clafping her in 
his arms, he imprinted upon her lips a warm ecftatic 
kifs expreflive of the fofteft rapture. After fhe had a 
little recovered herfelf, with a fweeter blufh fuffufing 
her cheek than ever Aurora yet difplayed, * Well 
Robin,’ faid fhe, ‘I alfo would give my heart to have 
back that kifs again, were it in my power to give : but, 
alas ! it is gone, and I fear will never more be within 
my power.’ ‘ And when did this little wanderer take 
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flight ?” faid he ; “and where hath it taken up its 
abode fince it left thee ?” ‘It made its efcape,’ faid 
fhe, ‘the moment that I knew I had got pofleflion of 
yours ; for no fooner did I feel it warm within my 
breaft, than it filled it fo entirely that I could find no 
place for any thing elfe ; fo off it flew directly, and 
here it took refuge (putting her hand upon his breaft) : 
feel how the little flutterer frifks about in its new 
abode. It is a kind little heart, Robin,’ faid fhe (con- 
cealing her face upon his bofom) ¢ and will prove ever 
true to you.’ ‘ Bleflings upon thee, my lovely Sufan,” 
faid he (prefling her tenderly in his arms, and gently 
leaning his cheek upon hers, the rapturous tears flow- 
ing copioufly adown,) for now you have made me the 
happieft of mankind,” Bleffings upon you both, faid I, 
retiring ; and bleflings upon thee, Mr. Editor, and 
bleflings on all mankind. My heart is full; for is 
there any pleafure we can feel equal to that of partici- 
patang in the blifs which is the reward of innocence and 


virtue ? a 





tue Epiror prefents his compliments to his patrons, and pre- 





fumes no apology neceflary for the reftricted limits of his firft 
number. 

Correfpondents, who may feel generoufly difpofed to communicate 
to the Toiter, are requefted, once for all, to comprefs their compo- 
fitions within as narrow limits as poflible. Brief and fprightly effays 
are the beft. 

“« PemMaLe Opserver” in the next Toilet. 

It was propofed in the profpectus to give none but original pieces ; 
but by advice and reflection, the propofal will be occafionally reverf- 
ed. When felections appropriate, and meritorious can be made, 
from works, which are rare, or voluminous, the Epiror conceives 
they will be quite as acceptable to his readers, as original pieces of 
equal merit. 

As the approving fanctions of the moft refpectable encourage his 
Lopes, his principal aim will be, in future, to difcover to his patrons, 


the intereft he takes in their happinefs and honor. 
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